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Abstract 
MOOCs (Massive Online Open Courses) are gradually capturing the public imagination. 
From experimentalist beginnings in Canada, platforms ranging from ‘homebrew’ to 
professional have emerged, and although there has been much focus on US platforms, the 
phenomenon has grown on a worldwide scale.  
in 2012 various UK institutions entered the fray including the Universities of Edinburgh and 
London who used the US Coursera platform. In 2013 a consortium led by the Open 
University launched FutureLearn to predominantly host British courses. The University of 
Southampton was an early FutureLearn partner. At the same time, UK educationalists and 
learning technologists committed to Open Education Resources and innovative and 
emerging educational paradigms have launched, taught with, or actively participated in a 
range of less than mainstream MOOC enterprises. 
This presentation provides an account of MOOC development in the UK, including a 
discussion collaborative and interdisciplinary approach adopted in the University of 
Southampton FutureLearn MOOC called ‘Web Science: how the Web is changing the 
world’.  
These accounts and experience will be used as a basis to discuss ways in which MOOCs in  
the UK are impacting on the broader Higher Education experience and influencing 
educational and strategic approached across the sector.   
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